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 This issue of Thunder i devoted entirely to the I8h
Congress of the People’s Progressive Party held av Leonora
from August 3 0 3, ' ' ' ¥
The Consress tock place a vear after he unprecedented
elecioral #+ invelving army intervention. and after the
“hoyert ed he parliament. Congress gave solid
. he Party's polices and decisions, f
ded by over 600 de_l'ngat;es' and obiservers, the
ooy amplveed and summed up 'he recent expsri-

18
eréjn the people’s s'sb'r}iggl'e for democracy and a he'ler

i

- i

e's report. wrepared and delivered by General Secre-
Sry Cﬂi‘mTHﬂ"‘!ﬁ_‘heddi_ Jagan — horoughly analysed the
economin and polites]l sitation in GUYET‘E in the contex’
of he international stuation and ‘he struggle of two world
aysilms — capitalism asd rocialism. & A

| a'eo set the general line for Parly bu'lding and con-
solidation, ~hich was concretised in various amendments to
the Party roles and elabora ed in separale repors,

Specific resolut‘ons embodizd the Par'y's views and
demands on seweral mspects of socio-economic and political
Yike, - - Tl

Dele-a cs from Fraternal parties and organisations from
Venezuels, Cuadelonpe, Surinam  and ~Cayenne attended.
while over @ messages were received by he Congres: Irom
pariies abroad, including the Communist Par'y of the Sovist
Union. A Pravda correspendest alse covered the Congress.

Jus- a few days before the Congress opened, fthe police
carried o widespread raids and minute searches of PPP
off ces and homes of leaders and activis's including the
home of Comrade (Cheddi Jagan and Party offices in
Geargetown and MNezw Amslerdam. But these at empis af
intimida ion were to no avail. The 18th Congress was big~
ger than ever belfors, highly spirited and consciouns

Ef"\ The" main  (Congress documen’ — -ﬂie_ Central Com;

Space does not permit full publication of all hé_“c:l.a'cu-

" men4 of the Congress in this isine, We offer however the

Frsy par’ of the Central GrnmJtﬁE&iE report  delivered by
Cheddi Jagan, tege her with a selection of resolutions =

In our next issue i is in'ended to publish the.

4

voncluding part of Comrade Jagan's report.




ADDRESS TO 18th PPP CONGRESS

BY COMRADE CHEDDI JAGAN

ON BEHALF OF PPP GENERAL COUNCIL

On behalf of the General Counci] of 'he Pecple's Pro-
gressive Parly, | bring you, delegates, observers and guests,
revolutionary grestings, ;

The International Mee ing of (Commun’st apd Workers
Parties in which we fock par' in Moscow iz 1969 noted
that “Ours was an epoch of transition From capitalism o
socialism”. : .

Since 1969, the world social'st sys em has grown strong-
er economically, politically and ideologicslly, By con'rast,
the world capi alist system has grown weaker, plagusd by a
deepening structural crisis : :
~ The sociabist countries in 1972 accounted for 26 per
~ per cent of he world ‘erritory and 33 per cent of world
population, but produced about 39 per cent of world 'n-
dustrial outpu’ -

Their indusirial expansion is charac ﬂrfséﬂ by long-term
dynam’'sm and stable high growth raies

-T_n]n:.i":g |95‘} e ﬂ'll:_‘,' baﬂ: yoar it TIZID, ‘t]u:ir .iudus':ia]
_grow h rate increased to 501 in |9f:|5_. 23490 ]M[} and 842
in- 1972, -

For the developed capitalist countries, he c:urr:s_]_:m:hci'
ing Fgures were 213 in 1965, 264 'n 1970 and 305 in 1972:

Mhe socialst states which constiue the Council for
Mutual Economic Assis ance [CMEA) have one- hird: of the
world’s scienbsts with only [0 per ceat of he world’s popu-
la “on. :

The Soviet Un‘on alone has on=-guar er of the world’s
sclentists, and the numbers are growing fes er ‘han in the
capitalist =5 es. And its percentage of MNat onal lncome for
research and development iz the same as hat of he USA
and 20 to 100 per . cent high&r han those of he Western
European countrics: i
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A survey of economic development in Europe in 1?){}-
69 by the UN Ecenamic Commission for Eurape, pub_ﬁishgd.
in 1971, showed tha; the rate growth of the gr?ss_snclal
product of the Soviet Lnion and the other sopialis” coun-
tries averaced 7% annually &s agsins’ 4.6% of the develop-
ed capitalist countriea.

Actord'ng to the London journal, T!l‘fe Eﬁuﬂmisl;, in
twen'y of the larg=st indusirialised countries. “growth has
becn grinding towards g stop” since March, 1973 _

ILater. the Economic Commizs on for Burope sta ed that
peal ecoromic growth in the Communily {European Econn-
mic Communily) as a whole conld well veach only twn to
“three per cent in 1974".

1 the 11SA, the gross national produc which had in-
creased by 5.5 per cent in the hrsisix months of 1973,
dropped to 3.6 per cent in the “hird quarter and to only 2
per cent in the four h guarter

Stagnation or slump has been ﬂgqp_l_gg:l w-:ﬂ-f rampant
infla‘ion in the economic life of capitalist society — a
phenomencn r=ferred to as stagflat'on or glumpllation:

The TUSA,. Japan and most of 'he W eat Euro‘pea_n 5’(3_"1.:!
cufler from “double digit” inflation: nam-._:ly, maore _.-1-}?[,' #;2
per - centl. E rh l -
Consequently, as ‘he MNew York Times on February =2,
1974 noted: “What the werker could buy with his weekly
take-home pay ofter alowing £-r higher prices and 1:°;xm
left him 3 per senl worss off fhen & the stari of 19737,

Unemployment s also  increasing in the c!avclﬂped
capital’e’ shates In 1973, there were thres million more.
unemployed than in 1970

In the USA. the unemployment rate rose
from 4.8 per cent in December 1973 to 5.2 per cent.in Jan-
uary 1974, wih 4 predicion of 6-7 “per cent for the rate
of the wear. ; =

Imperialism is dying. Let's redouble bur effers to. bu&
W : i

By contrast, sccial'st countries do not Ea_u:e such erises.

Itir the Soviet Un'on for ims’ance, all prices are stahle,
while real tncomes rise by some B per cemt ammuaily.

Medical services and educalion are “Hfree. Honze remt

3
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“There comes a poin: at which we must face the fact

that business iz business, and, if it is zowme to 2o on in
any even: we might as well get a piscs of the aetion.”
Stressing he advantage aleo to employmen:, Pelerson
also noed. 5

“....the goods that we are likely e exportito ihe
Seviet Union are preducz like machine tools, earth-
moving equipmen’ of various kinds, consumer goods,
grain products, which ars characterized by what the
economizts call hizh labor intensive producta. In plain-
er language — jobs

“On the impor: side, we plan to impor: substantial
amounis of raw materials which we need, energy which
we need, clean energy, | mmght emphasize. But here
again, with low labor content. So I think it is safe io
predict that in additon 1o having a favourable balasice
of trade surplus, the evidence | think iz very persuasive
that we will have an even more favourable balance of
jobs surplus’.

May the Sowviet Union grow from srength lo strength.

Long live the heroic Soviet psopls |

Twentyfive years ago “‘peace” was regarded as sub-
vers e, When the world peace forces fried to assemble in
Paris at the Salle Pleyel in April 1949, many were demied
passporis; a second cmergency meeting had to be arrangad
hastily in Czechoslovakia for all thos: who could not go
to Framce.

But in May 1974, there were nio barrlers; all the defe-

gates were able to mize! n the =eme Salle de Pleyel-to
celchrate the 25th Arnwersary of the World Peace Move-
memni, 7 ;

In cur own case the Bridsh Cuiana Peace Comnyitee,
organised in 1952, was ts=d amonz other fabrications, as
justification for the suspension of he Constiuton and the
removal of ocur Party from the Government in/ 1935

For nine years aftey 'he Anglo-American-hacked ouster
of our Pary from the governmen! in 1964, patty leatters
were refused visas to 2nter the United 5 utes That they have
bieen able to do 20 ‘n 1974 s largely due ‘o the policy of
peaceful coexistence and de'en‘e relentlessly pursued by
the Soviet and other peace-loving sia’es.

B
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Detente has been ushered in o Eurcpean relations as a
result of he sening of the 4-Powers Agresment on West
Berlin, and agresments by he Soviet Union, Poland and
the German Demoerat'c Republic and the Federal Republic
of Germany.

Detente and peacefu] coexistence have led to the _ad*
mission of the two German states in the United MNabiens.

Theéy have led alsa to ‘he wihdrawal, after several
years of brutal aggression, of U.S. troops from Wietnam.
This was a v.ctory not only for the liberation forces but alse
for ‘he peace forces hroughout the world.

" Ia Laos in Fehruary 1973, with the imminent failure of
‘the puppet trcops, psace was restored: and in August_]‘}'?i,
the Unied 5ates was compeiled te end the bombing of
Cambodia. .

Hostilities have ceased and ceasefire has come to the
Middie East. The myth of lsszeli “miitary superiority” has
been dhatiered and imperialist-backed Zionist expansionism
has been checked. The Suez Conal is to be reopened. Some
territory in the Golan Heights area eccupied by lsraeli
troops have bein returmed to Syria. And the br:eli aggres-
sors have beca foreed lo the conference table in Geneva..
" Recognit'cin for the just demands of the Arab Libera-
tion Movement broadened. The tenth OAU Summit de-
nounced  ‘he Israeli agzression and called for a se tlement
hased on the U.N., Security Council resolutions, and the
Algiers meeting of non-aligned sta‘es in Sepltember 1973,

- Holdly called for the uncondifonal res oration of the rights

of the Palestaian people and further recognised the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization as their ‘rue represen ative B_y
the time the decisive mlitary operations by Egypt and Syria
during Oc cher of last year ended, 25 African countries un-
precedentedly broke coff diplomaiic relations wih Israel’,
thus making it extremely uncomfortable for the United
Sates’ policy in 'hat area.

Important to note are the far-reaching measures talen
by some other Arab countries which defini .el;.'r indicate an
anti-imperalist direction. The Libyan, Iragi fmd Syrian
governments have extensively nationalized foreign petrol-
eurn monopolies and the later two countries even have
commun's’s within their administration.
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On the African oontinemt, significamt advanees have
been registered. Whils| the 10 h OAU mesting unanimously
condemned NATO's a'd to colonial and tacist v2g mes. the
armed and political s'ruggles of the peoples of Guinca-
Bissau, Angola, Mozambique. Zimbahwe, Memibia and
Sauth Africa have been ga'ning momen um and steadily,
progressing. !

The founding of the Soverelgn Republic of Guineas
Bissau in September 1973 has been a signa] victory for the
national liberation struggles.

The strugeles in the Portuguese African territories no
doubt have erea:ly influenced the military coup in Portugal,
which has brought an end to decades of hated, fascist rule.

The change of the regime in Portugsl will have a chamn
reaction effect. It wili better the prospects for the people of
the Portuguese colonies, it will have an impact on the liber-
ation struggles 'n Rhodesia, South Africa and long term
effects even im owr own cembinent.

It must be remembered tha! Portugal, Brazil, Rhodesia
and South Africa had established a South Alantie alllance
of reactibnary, fascist siales to contain national liberation
and socialism not only in Africa but alsa in Latin America.

And we cannot forge: that Brazil, the “gendarme'’ of
imperialism in Latin America is flanking our southern and
part of our western borders.

The near-victory in the 974 presideniial elections of
Francois Mitterand, the candidate of the lef: united front
of communists, soclalists and radicals drove jikers dizito

NATO circles.

Nearer home, many Latin American countries-ate uni-
tedly defending their national interests and soversignty,
 Despite the grave, though lemporary, se backsin Chile
with the overthrow of  he Unidad Popular govemment, the
congnent has, nevertheless, made notable §mides forward.

Even the OAS has become outspoken againsi |
policy ,of dominaion, over the system of inter-American
relations. Earlier this year there was even a demand by
Argentina and Panama for the re-organization of this
sysiem.

8 ' {
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Long live detente and peaceful coexistence. For lasting
peace, let us fight to make detente irreversible.

But the situation calls for continuous vigilance. Let us
not forget that while a section of the imperialists now em-
Lraces detente and peaceful cosxistence, another seciion has
not given ap itz cold-war aims. In th's period of socalled
“nuclear’ = alemate’, it adheres to the strategy of imited
respor:fes It continues with it= subverswe aclivities, and
wherenfcessary s limited” or “local” wars as in Vielnam,
ithe M'(H‘:_ Fast and Afr'ca to arrest the onward march of
tKe yevoly cnary forces

tn Chile, imperialism with the help of its local lackeys

.staged a mlitary coup, and esrablished a bloody junta.

PDemocrat'c practice of long standing  has been brought
abruptly /o an end, and faseist terror stalks the land. The
blood of patricts has been epilled. and torture is common=
place. RS
: In Uraguay on June 27, 1973 after almest 75 years of
boureeois democraile development, the Bordaberry regime
Lad established a Brazilian-type Jdictatorship. The progres-
Gve trade union movement has been outlawed, Congress
has been closed and mili:ants have been thrown in jail

The internationally-known Communist leader, Rodney
Avismendi and the popular leader of the democratic anti-
imperialist Broad Front, General Liber Seregni, have been
]mp.

We must continue to agitate for the release of Lus
Corvalan, Rodney Arismendi, General Seregni and other
political prisomers. '

And we must not forset the latest violation of in'er
national law. In Cyprus, the Creek fascists have staged a
military coup and displaced the popular and progressive
government of Archbishop Makarios, This is a flagrant in-
tervention which hag its roo's in the 1947 cold war declara-
tion of the Truman Doctrine. Then, when the containment
of communism and revolution was proclaimed, T.S. mili-
tary aid to the reactionary forces in (reece was seen as the
only way to stem the democratec and revolutionary forces.
La‘er, in the eady 1960z when it became clear that the
democratic laft under the leadership of Andreas Papendreau
would have won the elections, the ammy seized power.
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Greece, like Chile am] Brazil, has many similarities to
Guyana,

We must continue to fight for the restoralion of eco-
nemic and political democracy in Chile, Urngonay, Braail,
Pavaguay, Boliyia smd elsewhere the g'cr‘llla.s have estab-
lished fascist yule, ¥

Down w'th fascltn!

Down wih the little Hitlens!

Fascism in thess countrits, especially in Brazi, pose a
comstant threat Yo the peace and security of the Freedom-
loving stales amd peoples, partiedlarly inm our H&nwmrr.
President Nixon’s remark 'hat “the whole continent will
follow where Brazil leads” iz omimous.

DENIAL. OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

In cur own country., we have seen step by step, the
outcomie of intervention by "doves” ‘umned info “hawlks"
— the denial of human nights and c'wvil liberties; fraud and
force in elections: and clear and unmistakable smns S
wards fascism. .

Mot lang azo, a leading spokesman of the PNC regime
declared that “freedom iz a living reality in Guyana'.

But , vesr ago, when the PNC misused the army to

intervene in the July 16, 1973 general election, it demon-'
strated that it would no® only deny the right to vote bul :

also kill, if necessary, to maintain power. :

Like Ian Smith's, the PNC eli'e consti'utes a minority
regime. Its electoral support has dwindled from 40.8 per
cent in 1964 to abou' 23 per cent in 1974

And soon after that infamous day, it re-enacted the
National Security Act

This draconian measure provides for penr.emlvc deten-

tion and restriction of movemen® of persons, control of fire-
arms and ammuniion, powers of esearch without warrants,

 Increased powers of policemen, and so on. Furthermore, the

_governmen: iz armed with powers to make regulations — in
situations deemed as "periods of war, threatened subver-
vsion and other emerszency” — which are even more sweep-
- dng and all-embracisg. Amaong thess are provisons faor
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“censorship, and the control and supprmamn of pﬂ]?]“[l:ﬂ.tlunn,
wrllings, maps, p]ans_, pho ographs, communications and
means of comfmunica’ don', and sequestration af. progerty.

. The p-:na‘h‘l:s provided  are ezh-em-ly harsh, Section
22 (1) states: "Subject to "he provisions of section 30, any
person wheo, without lawful authority, the burden of pruuf
of which shall lie upon him, purchases, acquires or has in
his possession any firearm, ammunition or explosive shall be
gull 3of an offence and shall bz liable on summary con-
viction "o a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or to .
imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years or to
bo'h such fine and imprisonment and, on conviction on
indictment, to imprisonment for life".

Another sub-secHon states that “any person who i=
proved o have had in his peossession or under his control
anvthine whasoever in or on which ‘s found any Hrearm,
ammunition or explosive 3]1&11,1 unti] the contrary is proved,
be deemed to have been in  possession of such firearm,
ammunifon or explosive’,

This violates a fundamental principle, a *“‘sacred cow”™
of civilized irvisnrgdence: ramely. that the Sccuved ‘s pre-
sumed to be innocent until proved gu'lty.

Under the neo-fascist PNC regime, the sccused is pre-
sumed to be guilty until he can prove himself innocent. -

There is also the odious provision of guilt by
aszoclation. i

Section 22 (2) stipulates: "Any person who consorts
wih or s found in "he company of another who, without
lawful authority, has in his possession any Hrearm, ammuni-
tion or explosiwe in circumstances which raise a reasonable
presumption that he intends or is aboul o act or has re-
cently acted with such other person in a manner prejudicial

#o public order or public sale vy, shall He gu'lty of an offence

and shall be liable....”

The (Guyana Act 13 more vicious than its U8 name-

sake. the National Security Act of 1947, which "ﬁpavmcﬂ""‘ e
Mec Carthyism and eventually led te abuse of executive R

power in Indochina and at Wa ergate,
This same kind of &bm-a and misuse of mm:hw

power is growing slarmingly ‘n Guyana. i 5‘ -

i
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W must ersse th's vicious Act from our slatutes,

In phu:se of mormal delmocratic me'hods of p-:rhth:al
struggle, 'he PNC regime hse wnpcmd administrative
“metheds, And th= ~vmy, pelice and jud’ciary are s
to crush peiitical oppoments.

Police horassmners of eur romrades continues unabated,
.Rcrrlnimn" of the Birer ‘weuth. PNC and YSM vouth rhugs
are with impon v, in foll siew of the police. allowed fo try
to hreak wvn our meetinos and those of other oppusltmn
frrear And he Rlosnt eeality Cof the police is demon-
etrated when not the thugs but our supporlers are arrested
and charged.

Under theze conditions, Fr&e'&um of assembly is merely
nominal. Press freedom is also in jeopardy. Pious declara-

tions havie been mads from ‘ime ‘o #fime. L. F. 5 Burnham

told parlmml-nl: in November 1971, that h's government

had paseed “no legislation or done anything to prevent the
publication - of any newspaper in tha countrvy and has ne
intention of dc-mg =0,

But soon affer ‘hae utterance. the regime in Febrmary
1972, assumed powers to control the importation of news-
print, printing equipmen' and ma’erials.

Becauz= of that conteol. fmroort Teense hae been v

fused the New Guyana Company Limited, publishers of he
Mirror, ‘o ‘import equipment on which a down-payment hag
been made. And because of delavs In ‘eruing licensea for the
unportation of newsprin the Mirrer was Foremd 1o cease
publ ication on 3 occazions for a pered of abour 2 mnnﬂhs

in 1972-73 and for § weeks in 1974,

Mow, rhe ¥egime is planning to o one step further. ©

censorch’p and suppression. Addressing the Rotary Cluh in

June 1974, Kiv Naﬁcirm."l.fn Minlaper of Sta’e in the Prme
Mmister's Office said: s newspaper or broadcas er that
persisteri ly and deklbierately sets out to frustrale and sabo-
tage Government's devzlopment efforts, in my view would
have no more rght to publish than a citizes o cry fire in a
cinema where ther= iz no fire”.

They tell the world that in Guyana ths rule cof law is
. chaerved. But an electon petition brought by fthe Prople's
Democralic Movement one year ago has not yet been Feted
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-Ecrhmrmglhndnn&nuhtﬂ will mever be brought up

The PNC is bent on cdlablishing an author tisrian nne-p-nzﬂ:y
wiate, de fzcto, if molf de jure

Let us pledge s stand firm against the emndn aJ:E:]
destruc’ion of our rights and Lherties, PNC did not give us
those ti‘ght’,a We must not allow them to take them away.

% THE ECONOMIC SITUATION

It is no mere accident that there is a definite tt’m:len:.}'
towards fascism.

- Mamisni-Len'mism holds that ‘here is a close con-.
nection and in'eraction between the economic base and “he

‘political superstruc’ure. The political trend towards fasciam

must be seen as the outcome of the economic cn]]apt:.-, the
detericration of living conditions and the growing dis-
satisfaciion and dizsent among practically all secfions of the

people. .

After nearly a decade of PNC rule, the economy is
fac’'ng collapse. The glib promises have not been fulfilied.

In the preface to the Developmen: Programme [ 1266-
1972), Mr. L. F. 8: Burnham wrote: “'within seven years wa
shall be able to reduce unemployment, increase our nalional
productivity and income more ‘han significantly and estab-
lish the “economy of Guyana on a firm basis’.

Later, in 1970, Dr. P. A. Re'd, the then Miniater of
Fmahce, in his Budge! Speech talked about redis'ributive
jusiice. He poin ed out that “"development is revolution” and

“revolulion me=ans a radical change in the values and structures
of suclp{'}. Chor pn]: teal independence can only be meaninful
if the objec ive is ‘o acquire power in order to establish ‘nsti-
tnions and pelicies that will Iead to a bet'er quality of life
for all Guyanese”.

Has the economy béen eslablished "'on a firm basis"?
Haa-unemplnjfment been reduced? Have institutions nnd
policies led "o a bet er guality of hft: for all Guyanese?”
The answer ‘3 Jefllnlrl}r no. 1

Dr. Wilfred David. one-time Economic Adviser to the

PNC regime, disclosed just prior o his sudden departure in
early 1971 that “W have had growth without :

3B L0e
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up legal practice in jamaﬂéa, Mow he holds the key posts

of Min‘ster of Forelgn Affairs and Justice. [t is not acciden:-

al that he became & member of the International Commis-
sion of Jurists,

It was not also accidental that Sir Asthur Lewis was
made the Chancellor of the University of Guyana, from
which leftists and progressives like Dr. Horage Davis, S'uant
Bowes, Katleen Drayton and Mohamed Insanally had been
dismipsed cr “‘smoked out”; !hat political pressure is now
being exerted not to implement the UG Appointments Com-
mitbee’s offer lo Dr. Walter REodney of the post s5 head of
the Faculty of Higtory; that the Wedt German Dr. Horst
Bockelman and not Dr. Clive Thomas was given the stra-
tegic post of Governor of the Bank iof Guyana; that econo-
mist, W. Davemport ‘was appointed economic adviser to the
Priroe Mimisfer and Sir Arthur Lewis was asked to frame
the first $300 millien, 7-yrar (1966-72) ecomomic develop-
ment plan; that after the collapse of that plan based on the
pro-imperialst Puerto-Rican model, there was announced at
the time of the 1973 general elecliun thie new $1,150 miflion
5-year (1972-76) developiment plan based on the reformist-
imperialist Alliance for Progress and ECLA model, already
discredited in Latin Ametica, particularly under Eduardo
Frei’s poverniment in Chile between 1964 snd 18970; 'hat
the US administration lrains our police, army officers and

also semior civil servants, and gives aid to the police and

secmity forces,

At he US Bomb School a2t Los Fresmos, {ahfﬂm‘]-ax

which specialises in police errorism In Latin America asne
Guyanese policeman was trained. And under ‘he US Public
Safety Program, 1961-1972, Guyana received US %1,299,000
aid for the specialized ‘rainmg of 45 Guyanese polmemﬁfl
in the United Srates _

These s'eps were. taken to butiress foreien domina-
tien. That’s why services — shipping, banking, insurance,
import-export frade — are still predominantly in foreign
hands; why the sugar industry, which employs the largest
labour force continues to be foreign-owned and controlled;
why Guyana Mines Limited, the bauxite subsidiary of the
U5 Reyneolds Metals Coy, has no® been nationalised even
though it had been announced that the national'sation
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would have faken place hy December 1973; why nation-
alired Guyana Bauxite Company has as its szlling agent,
Philipp Bros, the US sobsidiary of the ziant Anglo-Ameri-
can Corporation of South Africa, and as its financiers, the -

-US-government Export- [mport Bank, Chase Manhattan

and other/ imperialst banks.

Uur PPP sovernment, though with restricted power,
was or ficized for not diversifving he 2conomy. Today, a
decade later, the PNC with unlimited power, admi‘s failurec.
Diirine the 1974 budg=t deba'e, Dr. Kenneth King was
farced to gav: “I do mot wish to .ﬂetny the undoubted im-
por.ance, indecd the nivotal na'ude of rice, -'.mgar and baux-
ite on ﬂm gconomy’ . 5

The suzar and bauxite industries are still primary
producers, ¥

Guyanrqp were told in 1967 tha' the Aluminium Com-
pany of Canada fAL{:A'\I] would have buil. a smelter
Cuyana, Now we are lold that one would ke built in Trini-
dad by 1975 under the s rategzic control of the ‘mperializ's,

Alhoush the smeltér will be jointly-owned by Ja-
maica, Trinidad and Guyana, ‘he strategic natural gas will
be owned and conrolled by the trans-national companies,
which will charze fantastic prices as they have done for
easolene; Bunker C and cooking zas

Mo deoubt, as an aferthousht after the PPP's severe
condemnalicn, it was announced that Guyana would have
nne by 19801 Like so many other plans and promizes, this
will be believed when it 1z feen.

In 1968 jus: before the general elecion, it had been
announced that the Guyana government would build at
Tiblku Falls in the Mazaruni River a hydro-electric s'a-
tion, then estimated to cost US $1 14 million. Now the PNC

regim is still talking aboul surveys and feasibili y studies!

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Falling production has contributed 'o the grave bal-
ance ol payments deficit of 1973 which in turn is leading
vo more foregn borrowing and ‘hus increased fn-r-;ﬂgn de-
pr_ndenL.J
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Dependeney in foreign food is also growing al hough

Guyana was touted to become the granary of the Weat In-

di=s. Production canno even meet domeslic requirements.

Despite Hans and restrictions, food imports continue
to rise in an economy which is predominan‘ly agricultural.
In 1964, food impors, includng feeding stuffs, were $30
miltion; in 1973, they increased to $58 million.

The USA not only meet: Guysna's food reguirements,
It is also taking over its Caribbean rice market By con-
frast, our PPP government had met the West Indian bulk
needs, displaced US. packsged rice from the area, and
alec opened the door of thed Cuban marks®

Foreign dependency ‘is also characterised by a growing
and deminant U.S. influence. This ‘s symbolised by Chase
Manhattan Bank and Pan American Alrways straddling - he
two wmgs of he Central Bank of Guyana Building facing
the Avenue of the Republic, and the American Life Build-
ing ‘owering over ts rivals, even the "mizhty” Bookers,
in the business cen re.

The bulk of Guyana’s loans comes from the USA.

And its import trade, about 95 per cent of which
originates from ‘he capimlist world desp'te the claim of
non-alignment, iz more and more be'neg orlented towards

the TUSA directly and indirectly.

Imporis for 1964 and 1973 are as follows: UUSA fram
.'ia-?i.ﬁ milllon ‘o 592 millen: Canada from 5135 million
to $19.8 million; UK from 550 million to $94.7 millon;
Commonwealth Caribbean from 5174 !million o $78
million.

Flour imports have shifted from Canada tolthe USA.

And from the counr'es of the Caribbean Free Trade Area
(CARIFTA), new repiaced by ‘he Caribbean Common
Mal'ktt {Cr‘sRlCDE’-’I}, _E:-.'rc;.ds pICL{UI’.‘EL{ ].'lj." brunc,;l'u-piauts of
US corporations. now displace British goods. :
Trade and cultural relations with Cuba, which had
been esahlished by the PPP  from 1960 1o 1964, were
completely zevered by the PNC remme after it usurped
power in December, 1964, And it was not unt’l la'e 1970
when L. F. 5: Burnham was on his way to the Non-Aligned

i
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Conference of Heads of Governments in Zamb’a that it
was announced hat diplomatic relations would be esab-
liched wih a socialist coun ry, the Soviet Union. Yet to his
date, agreemen” has not be=n reached for the USSR to estab-
I'sh an embassy in Guyana, a facility granted to the People’s
Republic of China, The PNC has established an embassy in
Peking, b rone in the socialist countries which comprise

the Council fo Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA).
The PNC’'s recent establichmaen? of diplomatic relations

wih Cuba = a non-residential basis should mot be viewed

es an ac! ~F ‘ndzpendomce. It inust be sesm in the same vein
as its vacillating posflion at the United Natimfs in the case
of the seating of the People’s Republic of China,

The Guyana delega’ion voted against the seating of
China in 1967 and 1968, absta’'nmed in 1969 and vo'ed rfar
in 1970, hs position was merely a reflect'on of the twists
and turns of US foreign policy.

During that period, mere and more coun'ries had bzen
voilag for the seating of People’s China and the US posi-
tion was becoming untenable.

Secondly. polarisation was taking place a* the UN with
the Soviet Union and the procress've “third-world” coun-
tries on the one hand, and the United S5 ates and other im-
perialist and “third-world’® puppet states om 'l'hi? other.
China’s presence in the UN created ideological confusion and
tended to create diwision in the anti-impenalist camp, thus
helping the US strategy of divide and rule.

15 must not be forgotten ‘hat Dr. Henry Kissinger, LTE"_I\
Secretary of State, in his book “The Necessity for Cho'ce’
when he was Harvard University Professor in 1962, referred
“ta 'he frequently held view that we should conduct our
diplomacy so as ‘o bring about a rift between Communist
China and the USSR. ...of course, the possibility of a rift
must no’ be overlooked. And if it cccurs, we should take
advantace of it rather than foree the erstwhile partners into .
a new alliance through intransigence’.

Thirdly, the objec'ive situation then obtain’ng necessi-
tated a change in the US political line and the acceptance
of the policy of peaceful co-existence towards the soclalis:
world as a whole for the purpose of enhancing American
trade and resolving itz difficulties. '
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The PNC’s posifion on Culn bl b e el
confiext of US econom’c and financia] difficulties and recent

developmemts in our bemisphere. Note that when the US
Secretary of State was asked at a recent mee’ing of the Or-
ganisation of American States (OAS] about US at i'ude to-

wards Cuba, ha remarked that th= hemispheric isolation af -
Cubs was an OAS, and not a US decision, and "hat °f the

. countr'es of the hemisphere decided to chang'_:- their policy.
the United States would #o alonz. Mot ‘oo long after
American subsidiar'ss opera ing 1y Argentina were allowed
to s=ll trucks, mctor car: a~+ other equrinmen” to Cuba when

r.:mlv a Few wears before extrems pressure had bizen applied

on the governments of Grzat Britaln and Canada and US
subsid aries opera ing in Canada not "o trade with Cubs
and China.

The PNC »-fmea wrs D'F'JWGHE'LY given !lﬂg ‘eresn lpht”
an China and: Ciha b its US overlords. Having accepted

coexisténce with the USSR and Ch'na, US foreign

- policy could g-fn litile from the comtinned I:ﬂnckm]e of Cuba,
Besides, wi'th CARIFTA and CARICOM outgrowing its
limited rmarket of 4.5 million pnpulatial‘_l. Cuba 'with a pPopu-
laton of 8 millios looms large us-an at tactive trading part

ner. That s why even ‘he Cartbbean Association of !nducl:y
and Commerce now wants Cuba in CARICOM. i

Shridath Ramphal. Minister of Justice and rcrmgn A=
fa'rs told ‘he PNC 1973 Congress that Guyana “hae.de-
served and secured the recognition and respec’ of the inter-

natlonal commumity Wecause of Mr. Forbes Burnham's'
forthright  leadersh'p an—d his  unswerving commitmen’ io
internationalism”. .

A close examination reverls, however, that it % not
pm!etana.n, wnrklng-chsa m'ernath:mnl*mn but :ntemﬁma[
ism Jargely in the service of Imperialism.

The PNC government had never taken a firm. stand on

Vietnam, he most decisive national |beration rstrucglﬁ ="

hes not recopnized the Provisianal Reval ationary Govern-
ment of South Vie nam (PRG) even though it gave the im-
presgion tha' i supported the seating of its delegation at he
Non-Aligned meeting in Guyana in August 1972,
Docurmien ary films brought by the PPP General S=cre-

tary from Hanoi showmng US hembing of schaols, haspl'l'als
and dykes were seized and never released.

Sl
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At the UN Securi'y Uouncil ‘\-"Ieet.lng in Panama in early
1973, the Guyana delegat on failed to express the s'ronz
feeling of the people of Guyana with respect to US occu-
pation of a part “of 'he territory of Panama, Instmd of ex-
pressing ‘anti-imper’alist  solidarly  with a rd-huﬂ&"
country by call'ng for an end to the Canal Zn:rrlre occupation,
i: merely parroted the US line for negotiations be'ween the
USA and Panama for a new trealy, and as . diversion raized
the' q-,peg.hon of the independenee of Bel ze which was block-
ed by Guatemala's claim o it

Earlier in 1968, it had condotied US massive armed =

“intervention in: 1965 in  he Dominican Republic.

At the Non-Aligned Summir of 1970, the PNC regime
announced an annual grant - of 250,000 for the libera.ion
movements in Africa, and sanctuary in Guyana for African

Freedom flgh ers.
But althouzh presged Ih_v.r the PPP, ndtlnng, not sven B

" tolen “‘solidarity’’ contribulicm, wasz given to the liberaffion

movement in South Vietnam. An&ﬁreﬁundmuﬁerm =

fuary to freedom fighters in Brazil.

It has largely remained silent inhe black llberahan
struggle inside the USA. Not a word of ﬂﬂ-s.l.'-l.ilrlt}r waa jesned
on behalf of Angela Davis when she was on B fmm:‘up
charge of murder.

It had langz ostrac’zed the asocialis’ world at he diplo-
makic, trade and cultural levels until moves towards peaceful
coexistence and deente were made by Preriden' Nixon.

Bzfore its afFrmative vote in 1970 at the United Na-
tiane for the sea:ing of the People's Republic of China, it
advaocated the two-Chinas policy of the US government, |

e | ,mpmed restric fons on trade and 5 10 per cen? sur-
charee on imports from the socialist countries,

At the theore'ical-ideclog’cal lewvel, it equates, with its
two super-powers line, imperialist USA with social'st USSR,
tegarding both as predatm‘y :

It cont-2noses ‘b= “Nodth” l.':t *ke “South” (“third-

world’?) and the “developed” to the “developing” countries
without making any n&nnlngmal dis'inction between the de-
veloped, capitalist countries of the Nlnrth and the developed,
mﬂnlmt vnm'.rﬂes o ths North. ;
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The PPP sees 'he need for sacrifice, self-reliance and
caoperation in and among underdeveloped countries in Asla,
Africa, Lat'n Ameriey and the Caribbean. But unlike the
PNC governmen:®, we also see the need for ithe closest co-
operation of the three world revolutionary streams — the
liberation moVemen in the developing countnss, ‘he
socialist world and the anti-monopely-capitalist and peace
forces of the capi:alis: world.

%

HI.

Vietnam, Cuba and other countries have proved that
without the fulles: cooperation with, and help from the
social’st world and the democratic and progressive forces in
the ca__pi-talist Wnr'fd, i+ would he ‘kmpossible ‘o break the
political, economic and cultural dom'mation of imper‘alism.

The PNC clearly does not fellow a principled courss
but moves pragmalically and .opportunistically, I's anti-
impetialist pose s the result of a variety of falctord — con-
stant ideological pressurs from our vanguard parly, from
aiher social groups and even from within its own ranks.

There is aleo the subjectivism of the PNC lsader, who
aspires for regional if not "third world"” leadership.

Pressed by thez= objeclives and subjective factors, the
PMNC ¢lite is forced o move forward, But it simultaneously
comes under pressure from imperalism, It thus wvaccila‘es .
and works within the ambit of ¥mperialism. This has ben
shown up on many occasions.

[t was shown up in the caze of the break of diplomat ¢
relafiong with lsrael. L. F. 8: Burnham fravelled together
with Comrade Fidel Castro to Alziers for the Non-Allgned
Ceonference in September. bur did not fellow the lead of
the Cuban leader in breaking off relavions with lsrael and
in denouncing the “two super-powers”  line. Only later,
when the PNC regime wenp abegging for a $200 million
loan and must have come under pressure from ‘he Arab
world, was the break wih lsrael announced. 3

The PNC’s foreign policy muit be seen iherefore as a
product of countervailing pressures. Basically, it operates .
affer consullalion with imperializm and within the limits im-
posed by it in accordence with its changing strategie; snd
tactics.

Some may bie fooled by the ant-imperialis: pretensions
of the PNC. But the imperialists are not worried. They know
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~the realities of the situa‘ion. They see arch-conservatives
like Sir John Carter, Rahman Gajraj, Rudy Kendal] '[3_1t
Lionel Luckhoo was the former High Commssioner in
London) and others in key positions in the diplomatic ser-
!I viee, A
| Li-tle wonder that Mr, Ted Braithwaite, Guyana's first

| ambassader to ‘he United Nations resigned his post and ‘n

\a recent. radio interview slated: “Time and time again [ was
Forced to realise that while T was at the U.N. pursuing what
[ considered to be my country's right to intervene in certam
political issues, back in Guyana other presences were dealing
with those same issues....” resulling in his being told

tiwhat the American Secretary of State would wish him to

do or would wish what posture he would wish him to
assume’’.

4 Neo dc;ubt, it was this subservience to imperialism tha¥

I aneed the reactionary Unied Force to vo'e with the ENC

in a foreign affairs debate in the Mational Assembly in 1973,

This was also the reasom for the Nelson Roclefeller
Mission’s report being in favour of the PNC status quo.
Under the headine: “‘United States — Guyana relations’,
the following points appeared: '

“(Guyana is no! a poltially stable nation. Ita political
sphere reflects both the strength of a Communist party and
the dep.li: of racial temsion.

“A Communist victory would completely change Guy-
ana’s forelgn policy. It s therefore of cruc’al concemn to the
Uni'ed States and other nations of the Western Hemisphors
ag well as Great Britain. ...

“Brazil in particular has indicated its concern In this
area’ . :
Lit:le wonder that the PNC regime has signed with
Brazil, imperialism’s gendarme in Latin America and the
Caribbizan, f[ar-reaching agreements in the field of trade,
aid, culture and technieal training including the military, and
cooperation in fighting ‘‘terrorism”.

Brazil will get duty-free warehouse [acilities in Georgs-
town and in turn will give lechnical assistance to prepare
and cordinate plans for the design and construction of a

bridge across the Takatu River which separates i: from
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Guyana, and a lean of $6 millon for the consiruction of a’

highway to link the two coun ries.

Our fears abou® the interinr hichway were confirmed
by Alfredo Tarre NMurzi, leading Venezuelan Congressman
and Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the
Chamber of Deputles, who declared in November, 1968

when General Jose da Cunha Garcia became Brazilian &m- /
bassador to Guyana tha! the hizhway from Boa Viet, to/
Georgetown would be “enormousiy useful” to Braz ['s aspira- |
tions of domination and con rel over the north-eas: flank of |
the South American continent,” and would "be a road of !

political, economic,. 'echnical cuitural "and miliary pene-
iration into the heart of Guyana'. Since tha: warning, Brazil's
predatary influence has been felt in ne'ghbouring Bolivia,
Paraguay, Uruguay and Chile,

We must intensify our effor's 'o make these facts known
to those whe have been deluded by PNC propaganda. We
must let them know 'ha: credit for any positve move by
the regime must go to the PPP for is susained pressure,

And we must remind those, who are no' aware of develop- -

ments inside Guyana bu are '‘taken in™ by the progressive
image created abroad, tha like France under De Gaulle, it
is possible to have a progressive foreign policy and a re-
actionary doméstic policy,

For a free Guyana, we must ficht for an independeat
foreign policy coupled wilh a progressive anti-imperialist,
pro-sacial’st domestic policy.

Foreign dependency, foreign owmership and conirol
have led 1o political control an? clientele neo-colonial rule.
Our political independence has heen iraded for privileges for
the nmuling PNC elite.

ECONOMIC COLLAPSE

Thiz is the root cause of the crisis in Guyana and no:
the so-called world crigls, fuel crisis,” hoarders and black-
marke ers, and lazy and irresponsible workers as the corrupt
ENC would have the Guvanese people believe,

As has been already shown, the socialist world is not
i J;r]:.rls 3y

It is the capitalia! world to which ‘he PNC regime has
deliberately tied Guyana tha: s in erisis.
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j The socalled oil crisis s only a'pai'l of the deepening
crisis of capialism-imperialism. It has heen precipitated by
the lust of the oil monopolists for profits.

The “seven sisters” which monopolise gas and oil made
exorhi ant profits. These went up in the 3rd gquarter of 1973
as compared with the same peried in 1972 as follows:
EXXON by 80.9 per cent, Gulf 56 per cen®, Standard Oil
of Califarnia 50.6 per cent, Mobil Oil 58.5 per cent, Texaco
47.2 per cemt, British Peroleum 285 per cent and Royal

. Dutch Shell 275 per cent 3

Profi's were much’ greater in 1973 despite the oil cris’s

- ‘and the price increase by the oil-producing (OPEC) coun-

trics.

British Petroleum (BP) made £295.5 million pre-tax

profit for the first quarter of 1974 compared with £47.1
million for the first quar'er of 1973, Of the £295.5 million,
£175 million was on stocks in hand before the price wen:

up.

Shell made £319 million pre-tax profit for the first 3

months of 1974, nearly 3 times the Fgure for the same
period in 1973, : 5

Lit'le wonder that BP's Chairman, Sir Eric Drake, gets
‘& ry of £66,270 a year, and Shell's chairman, F. 5 Me

Fadzién gets £37,807.

The oil barons are doing well because they have de-
veloped a gosd workinz relationship with the ruling elites.

Tesoro Peroleum Corporation, whose net profits were

US %13.4 million for the first quarter of 1974 as compared
with $4.4 m'llion in the same period in 1973 (per share
earnings exceeded 30 per cen: per year), m an advertise-
ment claiming 'o be “the fastest-growing energy compamny
in America” said: “The company’s continuing confidence in
Trinidad and Tobago is based on the zbundance of talent
and natural resources there; snd from experience on the
unguest’onable integrity amd stabilily of the Trinidad gov-

_erpment with whem Tesoro’s relations are excellent’.

Shrida: Ramphal, at the recent special session of the
Central Assembly, bitterly complained about ‘he effect of
oil on ‘he Guyana economy, stating hat “in Guyana for
example, which has a total dependence on imported petrol-

o
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eum and pe roleum-based products ‘here will e a net in-
crement of over 400 per cent to our Import Bill for hese

. products for 1974 over 1972, Even wi h increased earnines

from some of our agriculural exports, payvments for petrol-

cum imports hiz vear will absorb 27 per cent of our total

eXporTt sarnings as compared wih 8 per cent in 1972,

What he failled to. mention was that the petrcleum
eomes from Trinidad, a miembstr of the Caribbesn Common
Marka!, the brain-child of the ruling People’s National
Congress and ‘mperialism.

CARICOM tiez Guyana to the purchase of Trinidad oil
and gas whe'her or not these preducs could be purchased
cheaper elsewherel [t should be noted tha: in 1964, the
last vear of h= PPP government, Cuba waz awarded a con-
tract by the Guyana Electricity Corpora‘ion for the supply
of Bunker C fuel at 5 price of abou® 550,000 less than the
lawest offer of Esso, Texaco and Shell. ;

Mo doubtt Cuba was= able ‘o do so because it was pur-
chasing crude cil from the Soviet [Unfon at about 30 per
cent less ‘han the oil companies controfled by Standard 06
of New Jersey, Tezaco, and ihe Asiglo-Duteh Skell had been

charsing previcusly. :

Their menopoly of tha Car'bbean market has resulted
in the relail price of cooking gas in Guyvana be'ng increased

from $5.78 to 38.40 per 20 pounds and $23.90 to 33950 ¢

per 100 poinds, and gas ol from about 46 cents Mo $1.26
per gallon betwesn November 1573 and April 1974, Doar'ng
the same period. easolene reta’]l price Inereaszed by 147 per
cen' as compared with 28 per cen: 'n the USA, and Bunker
i fuui {rnm upprnxf:nattly $|’23 dur:ztg 1972 to about S45
in Oc'ober 1973 and $140 per ton in 1974, CARICOM is
a YOEE; We must cast it off;

The present near-collapse of he economy is due not
miainly to the ofl crisis; the latter has merzly ageravated it

The ol crisis was not the real cause of the recard-
breaking balance of payments deficit of $43 million 'n 1973,
the stecp fall in forelgn reserves from %93.3 million in 1954
o 3679 m'lion averape For 1965-72 and $39.5 m'llion in
1873, and th= fantastic public debt which increazed from
85128 millios in 1964 1o B35 million in 1973,

The balance of payments deficit and drop in forelgn
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resorves are tarsely due Co an excess of impor's over exporls
of 580 willion (this merchanise trade deficit is part of the
curr=nt account deficit of $115 million). ;

Conepicuous consumpiion faciliated through banking
eredit to commercial firme and the creation of a huge gov-
ernmenial-buresucratic machine w:ﬂin big salaries andd:al%ow-
ances {persanal emoluments — =alariss — increased from
527 miﬁﬁzn in 1964 to $95 million in 1974) have led to a
sharp increase in imports fram 5266 million in 1970 "o $365
million (provisional) in 1973, ' ; :

At the same lime, production and exports have been
declining. In 1972, there was a decline @ ouwpu! as com-
pared with 1971,

The summary of the Central Bank of Guyana Report
for 1972 referred to the "disappointing performance of he -
exporll industr.es. ... In physical terms, sugar dech_m?d by
15 per cent, rice by 20 per cent and bauxite-alummia by
15 per cen . And the “real growth of production in I"'JTZ_
was evidently well below the average (45%) of the pats five
yeam'p. - ‘< . ¥

According to the Bank of Guyana Report of 1973, the
*value of exports of goods and gervices fsll fur her from the
depressed level of 1972 — by abouy 4%, despite an increase
in the averaze price of expois by about one-twelfth .

Expor: income ‘ncreased from $263 million in 1970 to

5285 million (estimated) in 1973

This unfavourable position is due to the fact that the
PNCs $300 million T-year plan (1966-72) concentrated
not on industry and agviculture, but on infra-siructure.

What hae been srowing are govermment services, not
Industry andaa'gr-ic.:u['hre. The' 1973 Bank of Guyana Report
disclosed that over the perod, 1969-1973, the output of
Ciovernment setvices Has risen from'13% of the GID.P. 1o
20%, while thar of Agriculture and Industry bave together
declined from 60% to 537, :

Very few fac'ories haye been set up. The PNC regime's
atiempts to get privalie investors to invest in industries have
also faled; under CARIFTA and CARICOM, ‘hey prefer
to set up in Jamaica, Trinidad and lo 5 lesser degree in
Barbados.

To add insult ‘o injury. it has decided to locate a join Tv-
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owned government (Guyana A Earhadns} cement factory
in Barbados and a join ly-owned government { Jamaica,
TrInldad and Guyana} a.lu:mmum smelter in Trinidad 1

Agrlcuh wral production has bee, curtailed hecause of
the sabatage of the PPP's prograssive agricultural policies:

As miitant Ch&rrman of the PPP, L. FE. 8. Burnham
in Thumler of July 1952  wrote: “Dur Party. holds that

* priority must be given to the Hutchinson Drainage and Irvi-

gation Schemes which will bring immediate agricultural de-

'ut'lnprmmt and prosperity — supplying at the same time
power for hydro-electricly. With of without the World
Bank, we Guyanese SHALL have them”. (his emphasis),

Bu? as puppet Prime Minister, his government shifted
infra-structural emphasiz for drainage and irriga‘ion to
roads, sea défences, publle Buildings, airport and aretrips.

The PPF's 1960-64 Development Plan had allocated
30 per cent for drsinage and drrngation. By  con-
trast, the PNC in its fisi D-Flan allocated
only 17 per cent but expanded about 5 per cent,

“And now they blame the weather! They removed: crop

bonuses and subsidies such as  duty-free gasolene, free

anti-rabics injections: and acoush'an’ riru'gs. and fo on,

which we had iasiiuted.

Credits were also curtailed by the Credit Corporation. €5,

to the acvicultural sec or

Commercial hire purchase cred't dmppttl E‘:mm. 51 per :

cent in 1965 to 30 per zent in January 1972 Yor ﬂndmh‘hl
and agricultural eqwpment and wehicles.

During the samie period, credit for molar caks mm«ﬁd
from 137 to 267, and comsumer dursbles from 3'?% to
44

New resistration of private moior cars Innreemcd from

1,946 for the 3-yearperiod 1962-64 to 4,482 foy the 3-year -

]969 71 period. For tractors, for the ::nrrr:sp-undmg permds.
the figures were 1,289 and 857.

That rice production fell frem 165,000 tons in 1964 to
90,000 rons in 1973 is clearly a consequence of unsound
pﬂhﬁiﬂs, bureaucratic mis-managemen’ and harassment of the
Rice Producers’ Association. /
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Sugar. production a1 266,000 tons in 1973 was the low-
2t in.11 wyears.

Poor industrial relationg and he continucus refusa] by
the PNC regime and the Suzar Producers’ Arsociation to
recogrigs’ the Guyana  Agricul ural Workers' Union. were
contribu ory factors, :

‘ _"!_'n.l'ld there has Lisen liitle success in diversification of
agricuiture away from rice and sugar. Inihe key meat and
dairy sector — heel, pork, mu ton, ham, pickled pork: lard:

. cracklings, milk — increases in production were smaller than

the ‘grow.h of population.

‘Bauxile production has fallen not because of produe-
20mn problems, but largely becaus: of shipping and market-

(ing diff culties, According to the Minisier of Finance in hiz

1974 budget speech, “Aluminium has experienced the weak-

=st market conditions over the past wo or three years'

That excure is not good enourh. Had jhe PNC nat
adop ed a hostile attitude io the Sovie Union, much of the
marksting and transformaion problems of the Guyans
Bauxie Company (GUYBAU) could have been solved

It is quite probable that wih a PPP government in
power during 'he past ten years, a hydro-elediric plant and
an aluminum smel er would already have become a reality
with the hclp of the world sociakist COMIMun.y,

We must pcint ou’ loudly and clearly — had the PNC
pursued overall the course charted h:..r"rhz PPP, thers would
kave been no crisis today,

Payments of debts (530 million in 1974 — 325 per
cen of the budget — as compared with only 5§10 m'llion
in 1964) would have been met by increased production and

ol by increased taxation, as presently.

DETERIORATING LIVING CONDITINS

Ciuyana is among the world’s countries with he high=s®
rate of taxalion,

Taxes on goods {ind rect axalion) averased §:55 mil-
hon per wear und=r the PNC during the period 1965 to
[973 az compared with only 5238 millicn ander the PPP
for the peried 1937 (o 1964, |

And direc. axes, which also hit the small man through
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vhe pay-as-you-earn sys‘em averaged 542.6 mill’an under
the PNC as compared with only $19.5 million under the
PPP. |

. The fax squeeze of 519 millicn n the 1974 budget is
the biggest in the history of Guyscma. It has ben imposed
by the sam= PNC, which with the Uni'ed Force, trade union-
ists and hig business engineered violence and arson (which
bwirned down part of Georzstown) azainst “he PPP 1962
{Kaldor) Budget. Guyanese who were hen misled would

do well to remember that taxes rhen amounted to only 10

million on the budese introduction and %7 million on its
revision. : :

On ome PNC 'ax alons. a Delfense Levy of 3 per cent
on all imports, the regime obtained $5 million per year, al-
most the whole amount oblained under the PPP's 1962
budget proposals.

In 1974, i} imposed a suniax of 3 per cent on all charge-
able incomme above $300 per year, which it has euphemisti-
cally described as , “National Development Surtax’.

The same PNC had opposed a PPP's National Develop-
ment Savings Schemie in 1962, which applied ‘o income
earners of over $300 per month and provided for interest
payment of 4 per cent per year!

Since the 1974 budget, other lazes and imposiions are
Hieing enac ed wi h a vengeance — an increase ‘n fuel charge

by the Guyana Electricity .Cnrpn'.ra'.il}n of 25 per cent for

Taritf |, and 896 per cent for Tayiffs 2, 3 and 4; increase
of steamer fares from 13 (to 20 tenjs; increased ‘ax on
sasolene to 79 cents per zallon, equivalent to the retall price
in Oc ober 1973 increase of ax on gas oil from 0.7 cents
to 5 cents per gallon; wilhdrawal of subsidy on public
transport by abandonmen: of the railway; propcsed imposi-
sion of road tosls, and proposed removal of subsidy on
fiour.

It imposed a special levy on the sugar indusiry-of 30
million, of which abou: 418 million belongs to the sugar
workers as their part of profit sharing.

Had the PNC concentrated cn industry and agricullurs,

as proposed by the PPP, increased produclion would also

have helped in the balance of payments problem — there
30 '
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would have been an inflow of income from increased ex-
poris to comp:imiste for debt paymeni: ouflow.

The PNC's answer to the present cris's is to zo around
in a vicious circl= — like a dog chasing i's own tail.

Because of the huge balance of paymenis deficit and
low fore’en reserves, he regime has embarked on import
restrictions, gualitatively and guan’itaiively.

Luxuries and semi-luxuries such as whiskey, yugs, car-
pete and large motor cars have been hanned. And licencng
now limii purchases to only about 60-70 per cen. of 1973
Imports, , :

Thiz haz had s=everal unfavourable consequencez for
the people.

Custcms duties (taxes) previously collected from the
rich from luxuries and semi-luxurles which are now banned
are passed on lo the poor. :

Bans and restrictions will also reduce profits of private
husiness znd thus loss of imceme %ax. Thizs loss loo will be
passed on lio the poor comsumers.

That's why consumption tax has increased from &5 mil-
lion in 1970 %o $33 in 1974,

Prices are increasing noi only Hzcause about 93 per
cent of. our imports come from capltalisi counries ravag-
ed by inflation, but alse hecause of additional taxadon. And |
shortages crea’ed becanse of government-imnposed bans and
import restrictions are leading to black-market prices

And sinee taxaion alone could not raise all ‘he re-
venues required to pay salaries and debt payments and to
mainta’n social services, the la ter has been cul

The share of the budget for the peopbe’s welfare de-
clined from 45 per cent in 1964 to 35 per cent in 1974.

The hudget alloca ion was as follows: *
1964 1974

40.7%  42.3%

Perzonal Emoluments

Debt charge : 14.7% 22.5%
Social services, subsid’es, eic, 44.6% 35.2%
Simul aneously, because of a shortage of revenue and

a1



THUNDER - JULY—SEPTEMBER 1974

‘he need to balance the budget, dizmissal of workers has
begun at the lowsr levels of the public service. This will also
be resorted o by the prwvate sector as commercial houses
will suffer from reduced turmover and profits as 5 result of
import bans and rastrictions.

Fearing outburs's because of resen men' arising out
of increasing prices cuts in social s=rvices and subsidies, and
retrenchment, the repime is trying desp=raiely to borrow
£200 mill'on. Bui hiz will only buy some time — ¢ will b=
only a palliative, not a cure, -

A 5200 million short-term, high-'nterest loan will mean
additional debt paymen : of aboul $50 million per annum.
This means that debt payments alone will consume more

than one-third of he budge .

This will only exaccthate the przzeat vicious circle of

shertages, texaliom, higher price:, ew's in soeial serviess and
re:remchment, ; :

Living conditions have grealy deteriorated due to
soaring prices. In 1972, the rate of inérease in price (325 )
was more than twice ‘he annual average increase (2.3%%)
for the 11-year period (1960-71); in the first 8 mon hs of
1973, the Eincrea.:-e was three times “he 1960- I"_B‘?l Imerease,

During the past 9 years (1965-1973) the cost of living

(COL) index foure rose by 41.6 points.

- Bur more recen lv, because of rampant inflation, it has

been increasing by geometric  progression,. In the last 3

months (Septembizr 15 to December 15) of 1973 alone, the

COL index jumped by 8 poin's For one month alone (hay ,

15 to June 153} in 1974, the fizsure vose by 10 points as
compared with || points during our 7-year (1958-64)
term of office of the PPP. .

In ‘he food sector, he pleture was the most alarming,
During the last 3 months of 1974, the food index figure rose
by 115 polnts, more than for the 7-vear periad of ‘he PPP
government, :

: Az a conseguence, be ween January 1972 and August
i??._i, the domestic purchasing power of the Guyana dollar
declined by nearly 13%; and laler, even mere rapidly.

: In recent years, per capila income has not been keep-
g pace ‘with the growth of populaticn, estimated ip be
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2.5%, The result s poverly and molnubrifion on a wide scale,

The Mayor, Mys. Beryl Simon, ia recen broadcasts
hghlizhted hs problem of poverty in her attempis to. chas-

tize the ci ‘zens of Georgetown for ralding dunip tyiucks with

con aminated polatoes and for rummaging through garbage
heaps for food apd clothine.

In.one troadeast she staed: 'l rece’'ved complaints
about children end edults rummiaging through the garbage

theown at the dumn ==ar Rexioha Burnham Gardens and

fed'ng away old clcthes and items of food, ete. | have al-
rezly sooken of 'kis practica, since it is met omly injurious
to health but jnterferss with "he werk of Yhe Dicpartment -

responsible for dumping',

""There was an occasion when a child was nearly run
aver ]:l-y the bulldezer when the vehicle was in tlye Process
of pushing and rolling the refuse dumped Dy gne of pur
'rucks. The refuse is sent to the dumps for dispcsal and in
all cases, any items of foodstuffs found would be unfie for
human consumption. | mus® warn all cifizens to discontinue
this dangerous pracice as the consequences cap he very
detrimental”. : :

In another radic broadeast, the Mayor said:. “an un-
usually Targe mumber of pevsorns ra'ded *Be lorei=: and took
as many bags (of ccindemrn=d notafjoes) as they possibly
could with the vesult that only a very small portin: of bags

- were finally buried a* the dump”.

The good. lady should not b= chaslising the ciizens
and warning the children. They are all too aware of the
dancer of consmm ng contaminated foods, She shoyld atiack

=r pary and government for forcing the people 1o live
under such condilions — the same party which 1+ 1961 had
promised free milk and caseava, and had declared that under
a PMNC szovernmen: “not 4 =oul would go to bed hungry"™.

A recent report by the Medical Officer of Heslth of
the Municipall'y of Georgetown diclosed thet 218 & 729
of the 299 perroms treated at 'hle Georgetown clivic in June
1974 were suffering from “calcium vitem:n deficiency”.

Nutritional defliciencies have increased larcely Hecause
of the noo-availabili'y of essential fcudetu[f.5, mainly
protiens, and the exorhitan prices which are out of reach
of the ordinary wace earner.

g B




rHUNDER . JULY—SEPTEMBER 197«

Two years ago he regime stupidly banned #12 million
worth of foods included among which were fish and meat.
This was for i he people a disaztrous decision a: local pro-
duction was inadequates to mee the basic needs of the popu-
lation,

A breakdown of goviernment s alfisties showed that for
1972 production represembed a very low weekly per caput
comsumption level of 3-4 ozs. for besf, 3 ozs. for pork and
4/5 of one pint for milk, Eggs were about 35 per person
per vear. Taken toge'her, production of all types of meat
was 13 ozs. per perdom per week -

For the average housewife. life has b“{'-ornu a might-
mare. Her predicament was eraphically illustrated by Claud-

efe Earlee Writing in th= Sunday Geaphe of April 8, I??}
she pointed out.

Teday's houvsewife iz prnhably the truest human gauge
by which-the rapidly rising cost of living iz registered, for
1 is within her already ‘axed conscienceness that the far-
reaching effects of a2 penny more on a pound of plantaing or
a cent more on a tin of milk is worked out with a precision
of a computer,

“Wh'le psychologis s and social workers keep shouting
hat the housewife of todav never had it so sgood, what
with scores of modern applances and household gadg&!ﬂ
tha' cut to a fraction t'me Spent on “he laborious aspacts of
hourework, we all know that wha ever enerey the lady of
the houss saves throug]': these &ppl:_anc.:ﬂ- she expen:]g an
head-shrinking tasks of budge ing for food suppﬁ:a far her
family, and search'ng the town franically for epps, meats
greens and ground provisions at price=s she can afford.

“Even with the Guyana Government's policy of impor:
sukktitu ion the local woman shopper (and oftimes man
shopper) has the mos harassing task of purchasing locally-
grown and locally-produced commodities - at reasonable
prices and in sufficient quanties. . .7 '

Mo doubt, part of the reazon for pressur'ng o’ of his
job Ric Mentus, editor of the Sunday Graphic, was lhe pub-
lication of matepial such as ‘his

The= rE‘IIl:}V&l of the suhaﬂd}r on flour will greaﬂy affect
miyritional standards as bread and roti are subsantial items
of the diet of the average Guyanese,
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In the meantime, while he government created condi-
tions which pre-disposed to malnutriion and disease,
medical care iz becoming oy of reach for the average Guy-
anese. The major health insitution, the Georgetown Puklic
Hospial, is ill-staffed; there is no radiclogist, anaesthetist,
or pa‘hologis: Because of shortages for nursing and- other
staff and drugs, private medical cnsultan's have wi hdrawn
‘he'r services. Two persons in one bed continue .as before
despife the exposure by the press

The free milk and school feed'ng scheme ‘naugurated
Ly our PPP government has besn withdrawn. Schools are
cver-crowded, under-z affed and ill-equipped. As a rezult

of the children leaving primary school are unable 1o read
preperly as was dsclosed vecently by the Ministey of Edu-
cation. There are also inadequat= places at secondary and
university levels, The Principal of he Guyana Bchosl of
Agricul ure disclosed in his 1972 report that only 10 places
could have been provided for 600 applicants.

The limit to the number of gradua es permt:zd to be
employed by government-aided secondary schools 1s affec -
ing the standard of educalion.

And the plih of Guyana's school children and youths
has worsened since the closure «of the railways on +he East
and West Coast of Demerara. Mrs, Vivien Surrey, Secretary
of the' George own Branch of the Gu:ya.na Teachers” Assoc'a-

tion in May 1973 gated that “within recent months, child-

ren, no only in Georgetown, but on the East Coast Dem-
erara, have found great difficulty in gating to school on
time,

“Since the scrappng of the East Coas Railway, the
Cuyana [ransport Services — he (mvemmenhnp*mt&d
bus company — haes chown that 1 was not adequately equip-
ped Lo eater for the large number of commu ers, including
echoo] children from the East Demerara,

“As a result, children from bo h primary and second-
ary schools find thems=lves locked out from =choal when
they arrived late’. :

The PNC hae clearly [ailed to develop Guyana's most
‘mporiant resource — ia people, It has dishonoured its
pledee in itz 1964 “"New Road' manifes o to give free edu-
caton “from the kindergaren to the Universiy’. If the
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reformist Manley government could give free universi'y and
secondary educat’on, including all grant-aided schools, and
ong freec uniform for all children in primary and all-ag=
schools, hen the extravagant PNC regime mus be forced
ta do likewise.

In housing, the situalion remains alarming. The govern-
men, has faled to embark on a programme of slum clear-
ance and the Wiilding of low-rental houses [or “he lower-
income group.

Becaure cf the shoriage of houses cvercrowding is a

~ majer preblem. The mrior'ty of househa'ds in Georgetown

have a cre-room e&mnbimation of a bedvoom, 5 kitchen and
living rooms; 495 of all houscho'd: in 1970 had five and
more persons; and: abow’ 39%  of bouseholds shere ffheir
toil=t facilities,

This overcrewding will  be ntensif'sd as more and
more persons, estima‘ed o be 25000 annually, trek from
he rural ar=as to Georgetown.

And as the pressure for housing increases, rents which
now consume about /3 of he wagea of the worker will in-
cresice, desp'te the government's  aik of a rent freeze,

()d perzens are esp=c'ally hard-hi The callous PNC
el e reducer the pe-gonable 422 for parliamentarians and
minis ers from 30 o 40, and increase salaries, but refuses
to abolish the means tesr of 316 per month and ‘o increase
pensions of $10 and $12 per month respectively in rural
and urkhin areas. A* he same time it has failed, despite

promizes, Yo Jower the pensionable age fram 63 to 60 under

the Mational Insurance Scheme.

_If the PNC contimues in office, "he small man will ‘not
become the res]l man; he will become the de=vd man ‘We

must bring down the anti-working clzss, PNC regim=!

We must in ensify our sruggle to arrest this™detlins
in lving standards. T5 th's recard. our Women's Progtessive
Orrganization especially must play an increasing roled

Clur women must come oup in the srusvle. We mus
fight for unemployment relef, the re-intreduction of :he
school-feeding programme, sobsidsaion and standardiza-
Hon of school books, subsidisation of essenvial commodities,
removal of bans and restrictions on the importation of food.
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and on ‘rade with socialis countries, family allowances, bet-
tar rodical care, abu"'liftf-r:n of tl'u_- mesns test, rtducljn—nl of
the qual fyvine age under he NIS, increase of pensions, low-
erine of “iaxes, s rict prez, unlt and factory safety routm]s,
cuts ingshe min'sciial apparatvs, the army and police, in-
LEE-‘:.-'Ed fwas.;cs and fair and real stic. prees to the farmers.

}!L 1970, ‘he Miniser of Finance in his budget state-
men. s’ tha- it was th= aim of the PNC to have re-distyi-
b e jusice. But what iz the end result? Iistead of the

“iap” bictwesn -he super-nich and the poor namowing, it is
widening every day, every month, A larger and larger porton

ol th= Guyane=e cake isg goiny ‘o the PNC elite. Personal emol-

‘ment; for the sovermnen machme hrs increazed from 827

noliion under the PEF in 1964 o 295 million under the
cortupt PNC n 1974. .

. Soc’A] services seclor which a ds the poor has been cut.
Az a resul'. the percemtage for health has: decressed, For
educat on, the perceniage of the naticnal budgel decrsmsed
from 16 in 1870 ta 11 ia 1974. The amcunt spent on _pen-
gt cind soc’al assisiancs bol: hardly incresied, bu szlarice
end alowances for the PNC clite hus sky-rodk-le’

At a- lavish function on  hia 50h birthday, Lo F. S
Gurnham called for sacrif ces; he declarsd tha® Guyana had
o be built Vever the sacr fices of many of usend this means
g.v.ng up many of the things wz have grown accustomed to
hawving”, Maybe like the four horses which were especially
fiown to Mat hews Ridge for his comfort and enjoymen !

Soon after “he fraudulent July 16. 1973 elec ons, the

‘bagus National Assembly doubled th= pay of ministers a._r_ld 2

parl.amen’arians.

The Prme Minister's salary and allowances now amount
‘0 an average to abou $3 0o per montht a senior min'kter’s
monthly take iz over 33, 000 and parllamentarians had an
increasée [from $35D ta  F500,

“Thete are moWw 25 o nis ers and ) parliamentary secre-
aries: under the PPP, ther= were only 10 and 3 respec! l"-"ﬁl}’
There are alsc six regional ministers w. “th five-room air-
conditioned villas and Rover cars
The new pension law revision wil]l also eive them a
handzome windfall, The new rates are ag follows: for not
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less 'han 4 years of service, '4 of cne year's salary: for not
less than- 6 years, 1/3 of salary: for not less ‘han B years,
Y2 of salary: tor not fless than 10 vears, 2/3 of salary: fot
not less than 12 years, 9 of salary A

These proposals reduce the m nimum qualifying period
from & vears o 4 years: and increase ‘he maximum pension
{service of 12 years and above) from 2/3 to %4 of a year's
salary., -

Squandering of public funds is a erime; we must re-

move the PNC!

Apar. from increases in ralaries and pensions, the PNC

has further swindled the na ion by including among .he 13
non-elected technocrat ministers, five who were on the PNC
list of 33 candida.es for he 1973 elections. Why were they
not selected and put as elected members im Parliament? By

appointing them as ‘echnocras non-clected mmisters, theé

PNC made it possible for additional pelitical hacks to sit
in the parl amen: and ‘o He paid handsamely by the hard-
pressad taxpayers,

By electoral fraud, the PNC ook 37 seats and appo'nt-
ed |3 technocrats minis ers causing the payment for public
funds for 50 persons (in 1964, the PNC had only 22 seats ).

‘Az a resal: of this extravagance, the expenditure for
ihe so-called parliament has bedn incresses from %258,186
in 1964 to $1,576,628 'nm 1974, ;

The PNC is sinking thie nation deeper and deepsr into
the mire of moral depravity.

The belated repor-s of the Directors of Audit for 1968
.and 1969 have amply demonstrated how he PNC regime
has made corruption a way of life in Guyana,

Ii there is an increas'ng trend ltowards waywardnéss
and erme, he answer is not to bemoan the Ffact a8+ the
Mayor of Georgetown has done by referring to the Guy-
anese society as "‘a tug-of-war, €ach cne pulling the other
way" and wondering “what our socicty will be in the mext
decade”, I- Ig not enc}u:_fh Loy Ll:ac}a moral lessons about  he
rele of parents in condition mg their young and to call on
the Church, the schocls and women's oreanisations “lo come
forward and save Guyana”.

What iz essential is o bring an end of corruption. .

- ag -
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Only when the governmenal leadership lives a 1ife con-
sistent with frugality and sets ‘he example wil] here be a
positive response to the call for saer'fice and good behav-
1our. The PNC mus: practice what it preaches, Pracice is
better than precep .

From .this rosirum we demand the enacmen of laws
and the implementation of measures o bBrine an end ‘o
corriplion In our fair Jand. Why haven't the promises
made In his remard besn fulflled? The Prime Minis.er in
December 1971 had told the nation that there were already
in draf. proposals for a code of conduc: for ministers and
parliamentarians. That has not yet seen the light of day.

The Ombudsman’s powers were also o be enlarged
to include corruption. A parliamentary committee was ap-
puointed to look in o this question. Three vears have passed
and nothing has been done. Our nation deserves Heler. |

ASCRIA had brought a complain: to the Ombudsman
about corrup lon in connection with lwo ministers, Bu:
after nearly 3 years. no repor: has been published.

Jamaiea must be prased for taking the lead in the
Carlthean in enacing legislation o bring an end to cor
ruplion in public life. This is a lead which iz worth emula-
ting. We must press for implementa.ion of measures along
the lines of Jamaica. We mus. bring an end to cotruption.

We mus. fig:nt to save our na.ion's honour,
oo -

UNEMPLOYMENT

In the preface to  he Development Programme in
1966, Mr. L. F. 5. Burnham wrote: “The plan aims at m-
creasing lhe gap heiween the perceaapge amnual popula-
tion increase (just over 370) and the percentage annual
growth (4% in 1964) so tha: by 1972 the econcmy, on
a modest estimate, should be growing at the rale of 5 to
G per cenl per amnum, reducing the unemployment figure
steadily and substantizlly until there is Ffull employment®”.

What 15 he pesiion? As has already besan ]Jr_,-inl‘tn‘j'
out, growth rates are not keeping pace wih the grow h of
the popula jon. Thia is a disgrace as population zrow h
rate since 1970 averages only about 2.5 per cent, less than
he “over 3907, -

And unemploymen: insead of steadily decreasing j:t
38
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increasing. Instead of a substantial decreasze, there has been
a subsantial increase. This in  urn has led lo serious in-
crease in juvenile delinguency, crime and prostitution.

According to Carlyle Harry, President of ‘he Trades’

Union Movement. _

"The firs: three months of 1973 — the wear of he
Breakthrough — have besn welcomed with an upsurge of
crime in the form of increase murders; choke-and-rob in-

ciden s, on= road death within every thiry-seven hours,

_a high incidence of rape reports, and a general breakdown

in moral discipline. _

*This breakdown in public =afeiy has brought eorii-
cisms from the Church, representatives of Municipali ies
and Local Authoriies, social and political organisations,
‘he man in the strest, and commenls in the Press and
Radiai ...t

Wha: Harry failed to mention was the massive exodus
of Guysnese to North America.

The zovernment cla’ms hat the unemployment rae
1= about 3%, But ‘he actual fizure is nearer 30%. Among
youths as a survey in Georgelown and New Ams erdam
disclosed, the pesition ’s worse — 1/3 of he youths was
uneniployed and another ‘hird under-employed. And an-
nually, thousands of school leavers enter the labour mar-
ke: with no hope of employtment.

A tempts by the PNC lo  move urban dwellers into
agriculture ei her in the tural areas or in the interior has
been a dismal failure. Land settlemen s starled by the PPP
at Brandwack Sari and elsewhere have under the PNC s
management collapsed. Aand  many started by he BhC
have also failed. '

Meanwh'le millions of dollars are poured into“places
like Kibilibiri with litle re'urn. At Maithews Ridge also
huge sums are he'ng spent te prevent the ‘rek of residen's
from that one-Jme indus'rial area to Georgetown: the
agricultural cooperatives which were ballyhood ar the he-
ginn'ng have largely faled.

The irek from the countryside of about 25000 an-
nually iz ageravaling the vmemployment problem,

3
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We don't need this kind of trek. What Guyana nesds
iz a forced frek of the PNC from the goverriment.

And ‘hen there is the retrenchment (dismssal) of
workers by the governmest and 'he privats scctor. The
warning.of the Minister of Fconomic Developmen* in early
1974ahat in view of he srave cr's’s there would be mas-
S‘.W-"Il"?‘fcnclhma?n in m'd-1974 urle-s there swas inereazerd
produection has come to pars — rervenchmest has besn
takdnd  place ‘n different governmen' depar‘ments

) Becanzs of he erave Faancial sftoation and the in-
abili'v of h= covernment to meet ta hilla there s aleo

C e likeThood of a freexe 45 emplovment in the future.

This means that hone=rds of srheoal leavers w'l find no
or.'tpnr'.'unlftir.q for oainfol work open bo them No denhb?,

lhie was one of the mp'np reszons whey the ecvernmen’ has

ermbhrked an tha Maticnnl Sere=a Sehem- Usahle ta em-

ploy vouthr and pay them i 'n'ans o employ Them wi hout
pay- J

The verime hanes ta ealys ha dilemma forlioe it —
dnereasing vnemplovment Teading fo increasne erme — hv

removms the vouhs from the stree's in the urban =reas
and taking them inte Naional Service in the erior.

Ap=rl frem free labour which #s tan*amou-t ‘o forced
labour. The PNC hoses *e achfevs othoe even more simister
chjectives; Frstly, the bra‘nwashing of the youn= ne-mle;
seizondly, the making of entev to the Tiniversity of Guvana
end ofher mtmtions of highsr Jearning comditions]l on
naticmal semdics: thirdly, "he creation of a milltary res:srve.

The government iz cognisant of ‘he fac: that there
5 SraAveE dizcon ent which can f::f.p]ui.fu al any el

It is aware that ‘he Youth Ceomps ard s “deologicsl
teacher’ ‘he YS8M. have failed to control 'he vouths, who
are highly 'dealistic and militant and are becom’ng mere
and more criical.

It is conseious tha the PYO's eoa-trol of the Univer-
gty of Guyana 5 udent Society [frustra’es its dec’ons forx
"I:hcught con ol at the Uni".'EIS.‘;t‘}’ and for a compie'e]y
regimented, rtobo -like state bureavcra®™c appara us

It knows tha although expenditure on the police and
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